
March 4, 2021 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515  

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Senate Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Senate Republican Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Republican Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, and Leader McCarthy: 

Americans can and will defeat COVID-19 and overcome this pandemic and the economic 
challenges we have experienced over the past year. As we recently marked the one-year 
anniversary of the COVID-19 public health emergency declaration, America’s Health Insurance 
Plans (AHIP), the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association (BCBSA), and our members remain 
committed to providing Americans with access to the testing, treatment, vaccines, and other 
medical care they need. During a global health crisis, nothing is more important than protecting 
the health of our nation. 

As the pandemic persists and too many remain out of work and often without health coverage, 
Congressional action is urgently needed. We strongly support Congressional efforts to keep 
Americans enrolled in affordable health coverage, stabilize coverage for those enrolled in 
Medicare and Medicaid, and promote equitable access to health care.  

Full recovery from this pandemic and the economic crisis will not be possible without the federal 
government prioritizing health care access and ensuring affordable coverage and equity in 
treatment and care, including COVID-19 vaccines. For millions of Americans, particularly those 
with chronic health conditions, swift legislative action can help avoid the most harmful and 
significant health and economic consequences. Therefore, health coverage must be prioritized in 
any recovery package. 

We are encouraged that both chambers of Congress recognize the importance of these health care 
provisions. We enthusiastically support legislative solutions that increase access to health 
insurance coverage, improve subsidies to lower costs for Americans, provide access to coverage 
and services for those who lack it today, and promote stable coverage for the customers and 
communities who rely on it. 



Support Americans with Private Market Health Insurance Coverage  
Ensuring Americans obtain and retain their health insurance coverage is a vital component of the 
country’s economic security and recovery and critical in promoting continuity of care. We 
strongly support the provisions of the American Rescue Plan that leverage the value of private 
market health insurance. For many Americans, this support will provide a necessary bridge to 
stay on the employer-provided coverage they depend on. For others, it will be the first 
opportunity to access financial support to make coverage more affordable. At a time when 
families are dealing with the long-standing economic consequences from the COVID-19 crisis, 
this will provide additional resources for millions of Americans and allow others to obtain 
needed coverage. 

We offer our strong support for: 

• Temporary funding to subsidize COBRA premiums for Americans who lose their job or are
furloughed. These subsidies remove barriers that help workers and their families stay on their
employer-provided coverage with the same benefits and cost-sharing until they return to
work.

• Making individual market coverage more affordable by expanding premium tax credit
eligibility and enhancing the generosity of subsidies for those already enrolled in coverage.

• Providing opportunities for Americans receiving unemployment to qualify for robust
premium tax credits and cost-sharing reductions in marketplace plans while they search for
new jobs or await a return to work.

Taken together, these three policies provide critical support for Americans at this perilous time 
and will deliver the peace of mind that health insurance coverage provides, no matter what their 
situation and their choice of where to enroll in this critical coverage.  

Provide Access to Needed Health Care Services 
Ensuring Equitable Access to Vaccines 
Health insurance providers are actively working with federal state and local officials and the 
health care provider community to help ensure equitable distribution of the COVID-19 vaccines, 
particularly among communities of color that continue to experience higher rates of COVID-19 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths and are more hesitant to accept the vaccines.  

We agree that Congress must support robust federal funding for the outreach and 
communications needed to build public trust and confidence in the vaccines and to provide 
funding for interventions that will meet vaccine hesitant groups where they are. And as the 
vaccines are administered, plans will cover the vaccine administration without patient cost-
sharing in compliance with the Affordable Care Act and CARES Act.  Moving forward, AHIP 
and BCBSA stand ready to work with Congress to improve equity in the vaccination process and 
lower barriers to distribution among communities of color and non-English speaking 
populations.   

https://www.ahip.org/health-insurance-providers-commit-to-help-millions-of-seniors-in-underserved-communities-receive-covid-vaccines/


Implementing Solutions to Improve Testing and Treatment 

All Americans, whether they have health care coverage or not, should be able to get the COVID-
19 tests they need. Health insurance providers have proactively taken steps to ensure that patient 
cost-sharing is eliminated for COVID-19 diagnostic testing and treatment, and we will continue 
to cover without cost-sharing necessary diagnostic testing. Reopening schools is also a national 
imperative. It is critical for Congress to support funding for COVID-19 screening and public 
health surveillance and testing necessary for schools to safely re-open.  

Moving forward, we urge Congress to examine how some diagnostic testing providers are 
charging exorbitant amounts taking advantage of the FFCRA requirement that health insurance 
providers pay the cash price, regardless of the reasonableness of that price. We look forward to 
collaborating with Congress to assure that we continue the nation’s progress for more expansive 
and low-cost diagnostic and screening testing for COVID-19.  

Stabilize Coverage for Americans and Their Communities 
Strengthening Care for the 26 Million Americans with Medicare Advantage (MA) 
More than 26 million Americans are enrolled in MA coverage. MA also has strong bipartisan 
support, serving as a prime example of the government and free market working together to 
deliver lower costs, more choices, and better outcomes for the American people. 

In the wake of COVID-19, we strongly recommend that Congress take action by: 

• Avoiding uncertainty in the MA market through higher premiums and/or reduced
benefits and ensuring that the program will continue to offer affordable, high-quality
coverage options by enacting legislation, such as the bipartisan Ensuring Parity in
Medicare Advantage for Audio-Only Telehealth Act, to ease access to telehealth services 
for MA enrollees.

• Extending the Medicare sequester moratorium through the public health emergency and
ensuring that statutory changes to the traditional Medicare program are equitably applied
and funded in MA.

• Making certain technical accommodations in medical loss ratio rules for MA plans to
assure the stability and constancy of the program relied on by tens of millions of seniors
and people with disabilities.

Preserving Medicaid as an Essential Safety Net 
New data show that enrollment in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) increased by nearly 6% nationwide from December 2019 to June 2020, with 
approximately 75 million Americans enrolled in June 2020. To ensure that Medicaid continues to 
be an effective safety net during and beyond the pandemic we recommend: 

• Enhancing federal financing of Medicaid by increasing each state’s Federal Medical
Assistance Percentage (FMAP) by at least 12 percentage points (up from the current

http://data.modernmedicaid.org/covid/


6.2% FMAP increase passed in FFCRA) until the state’s unemployment rate stabilizes 
below 5%. 

• Protecting the stability of the Medicaid delivery system by augmenting the requirements
that rates paid to Medicaid managed care programs be actuarially sound to assure that
Medicaid recipients and the safety net providers that serve them are able to deliver
promised care and services.

• Limiting eligibility redeterminations to ensure access to available benefits and continuity
of coverage.

• Providing more predictability in planning to states for the future availability of Medicaid 
funding and flexibilities linked to the COVID-19 public health emergency.

Thank you for your leadership in addressing the COVID-19 crisis. Health insurance providers 
remain fully committed to working with you and protecting the stability of our health care 
system and coverage amidst the pandemic. Together, we can and will overcome the challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 crisis and get back to the moments we all miss. 

Sincerely, 

Kim A. Keck 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association 

Matthew Eyles
President and Chief Executive Officer 
America’s Health Insurance Plans  


